Race is not necessarily gender blind. This issue becomes all the more apparent when one examines the fate of Korean women during the Japanese colonial period. This chapter focuses on this issue of race and gender by using the infamous wartime rapes of the so-called "comfort women" as a case study. These were the sexually enslaved victims of the Japanese military from the 1930s to the end of World War II.6 The case of Korean "comfort women" (KCW) explains the intersections of racism, sex, gender and nationalism, which have not been widely studied as a primary research focus. The following questions will be specifically addressed: How were Korean women drawn into the Japanese military's "comfort women system"? What characterizes their victimization? How were KCWs treated in comparison to Japanese "comfort women"? How does colonialism explain the mass exploitation of Korean women? And, finally, how did South Korea's nationalism affect the half-century of public silence on the issue after World War II, and the eventual revelations about it since the early 1990s? Carrying out these inquires will facilitate three assertions: First, Japan's colonialism in the Korean peninsula made it possible for a large number of young Korean females to be systematically sex-trafficked7 into a Japanese "comfort women" system.8 Second, an institutionalized racism allowed the "comfort women's" victimization, or, in other words, the "comfort women's" enslavement was not possible without state involvement, whether directly or indirectly. Third, since Japan's colonialism set the stage for the victimization of the KCWs, nationalism occupies a core component of the "comfort women"
